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Abstract

Truancy is a serious threat to learning in most public schools at basic level everywhere in the world, most of these schools
have no capacity to deal with the problem. This is because not enough measures have been taken to get to the root of the
problem, especially in developing countries like Nigeria. In the issue of truancy, there is an increasing tendency of learners
to engage in social vices such as stealing, smoking, early banditry etc. This is because most homes no longer play their
traditional roles or functions in raising and guiding children to the right path, this is because many parents are busy with
duties outside their homes which gives them little or no time to supervise and monitor the behavior and conduct of their
offspring. In most public schools in Nigeria, there is no conducive learning environment, this is because these schools are
overcrowded, poorly equipped and insufficient teachers, some children cannot cope with these unfavorable conditions in
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which these schools are suffered, which eventually leads to truancy and other social vices that exist in most of the Nigerian
society today, the broken home can also be attributed to the cause of truancy because children of one parent are more
vulnerable to the society, in this we can say that truancy is a typical problem in Nigeria and has far-reaching consequences
on youth, families, schools and communities. Some statistics have shown that between 2011 and 2021 in Nigeria, truancy
patterns have remained relatively stable, while the number of truancy cases has steadily increased from 52% to 69% among
children in basic schools. These statistics show that truancy is a major problem in Nigeria. In this regard, this paper aims
to shed light on the causes and effects of school truancy and absenteeism among learners at basic school level in public
schools, while recommending ways to mitigate its challenges in Nigeria.

Keywords: Absenteeism, School, Dropout, Vices, Nigeria.
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