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Abstract

This study aims to examine the impact of the international sanctions imposed on Iraq after 1990 on the educational
reality in Najaf al-Ashraf during the period (1990-2003). It explores various educational stages—preschool,
primary, secondary, and higher education—focusing on the challenges faced by educational institutions, including
shortages of resources, teaching materials, qualified staff, and infrastructure deterioration. The researcher employed
the historical-analytical method, drawing on official documents, educational reports, and field interviews. The
findings indicate that the economic sanctions severely disrupted the educational process and diminished its
quantitative and qualitative performance, despite limited local efforts to mitigate these effects through self-initiated
reforms. The study concludes that education in Najaf represents a microcosm of Iraq’s educational struggles under
the international embargo, highlighting the need for further research on its long-term consequences.

Keywords: Economic sanctions, education in Najaf, primary education, secondary education, University of Kufa,
Iraq 1990-2003.
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