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Abstract

This study aimed to analyse the visual representation of gender in the images of the Arabic language textbooks for
the sixth grade, using a mixed—methods approach, including Norman Fairclough's critical discourse analysis
framework. The objective was to uncover the gendered elements embedded in the educational discourse and the
extent to which gender equality is achieved. The results showed that the visual discourse in the textbooks
perpetuates stereotypical roles for males as agents of power and leadership, while confining females to roles of
care and support, with a near—total absence of girls in national, leadership, scientific, and athletic roles. Male
dominance was evident in most national and scientific issues, while the representation of females was limited to
social, artistic, and manual activities, contributing to widening the gender gap and restricting girls' future
aspirations. The study recommended the need to review school content, redesign the visual discourse, train
teachers on implementing gender equality, and expand the visual representation of females in the curriculum to

achieve a more equitable and inclusive school environment.

Keywords: Gender, visual discourse, gender equality, school curricula, critical discourse analysis
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