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Abstract

This research replicates and elaborates on Bataineh et al. (2021) study through the implementation of quantitative
content analysis to probe the issue of language sexism in a business English university textbook. The research,
studying 1,103 cases over 5 categories—pronouns, terms of address, proper names, gendered nouns, and order of
appearance—reveals a continuous male predominance. The results obtained indicate that there is a distinct male
dominance within the categories of the test. The categories are not consistently and always distinctively masculine,
but the order tends to be in favor of male over female where female leader archetype is marginalized using male
figures who take the first position in the category either by their name or the pronoun or other ways that refer to
them as men. Moreover, these results demonstrate that covert sexism remains entrenched in specialized ELT
materials, undermining institutional equity goals. If the textbook gender biases are detected, the publishers should
adhere to gender-bias mitigating remedies, whereas the teachers should be equipped with new literacy techniques for
the new generation.

Keywords: Linguistic sexism, Business English textbook, Gender representation, Quantitative content analysis,
Higher education
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