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Abstract

This article examines women’s religious circles in Halba-Akkar as informal religious and social spaces where
religious knowledge intersects with local values, family regulation, and gender representations. It asks how female-
led religious circles shape women’s status and organize their social life within a conservative, patriarchal
community. The study adopts a mixed sociological approach based on questionnaires administered to 250 women
participating in religious circles and 100 men from their familial and social environment, supported by in-depth
interviews with female religious guides and participants, as well as field observations. The findings show that these
circles strengthen women'’s religious commitment and create forms of solidarity, belonging, and social networks. At
the same time, they reproduce certain patterns of marital obedience, patience, sacrifice, and traditional gender roles.
The article also highlights the central role of the female religious guide as a holder of symbolic and religious capital,
and points to an ambivalent relationship between religious circles and civil society. The study concludes that such
circles should not be reduced either to spaces of empowerment or to instruments of subordination; rather, they are
complex social fields that grant women limited agency within specific cultural, religious, and social boundaries.

Keywords: women’s religious circles; gender; religion and society; female religious guide; Akkar; symbolic

violence; patriarchy.
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