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Abstract

This study examines the impact of social, demographic, economic, and cultural transformations on the marital status
of Lebanese Shiite women in the Tyre District, South Lebanon, between 2000 and 2025. Adopting a critical
sociological perspective, the research integrates structural and cultural analyses to explain the evolving dynamics of
marriage in a traditionally conservative community. The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach,
supported by historical socio-demographic analysis, semi-structured interviews with 30 Shiite women of diverse
backgrounds, content analysis of religious and media discourse, and the examination of official demographic
statistics The findings reveal that demographic shifts, particularly male outmigration, gender imbalance, economic
deterioration, and rising marriage costs, have significantly contributed to delayed marriage and increasing rates of
marriage postponement. Higher education and women's participation in the labor market have strengthened women's
autonomy and bargaining power in partner selection. Meanwhile, social media has reshaped perceptions of the ideal
spouse and weakened the influence of traditional social control mechanisms. The study also identifies a noticeable
increase in interfaith and international marriages, alongside a growing discrepancy between publicly endorsed
conservative values and privately practiced marital behaviors, reflecting a gradual transition from a closed, family-
centered marriage system to a more individualized model based on personal choice The study concludes that Shiite
women in Tyre have become more active agents in marital decision-making; however, this transformation has
generated new structural challenges, including imbalances in the local marriage market, rising social and economic
costs of partner selection, and increasing tension between traditional norms and modern values. The study
recommends developing family and religious discourse that reconciles individual autonomy with social cohesion,
while encouraging evidence-based social policies capable of addressing the ongoing transformation of family
structures in contemporary Lebanese society.

Keywords: Social change, Marriage, Shiite women, Tyre District, Modernity, Social media, Social control,

Lebanon.
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