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Abstract:

This research provides a comprehensive study of the political relationship between President Bechara El Khoury,
the first president of independent Lebanon (1943—-1952), and Prime Minister Riad Al-Solh, the first head of
government after independence, during the period 1948—1951. The central hypothesis is that this relationship—
initially a strong political alliance that helped consolidate Lebanese independence—gradually deteriorated due to
competition for power, conflicting interests, and interference by domestic and foreign actors. The study traces
the factors behind their early alliance, particularly during the independence struggle, and how it materialized in
successive governments led by Riad Al-Solh. These administrations achieved landmark accomplishments,
including the 1943 constitutional amendment abolishing articles related to the French Mandate, the reception of
Palestinian refugees after the 1948 Nakba, the signing of the 1949 armistice agreement with Israel, and the
founding of the Lebanese University in 1951. However, the alliance began to crack following Bechara El
Khoury’s re-election on May 27, 1948, preceded by the controversial 1947 parliamentary elections marred by
fraud allegations orchestrated by his brother, MP Salim El Khoury—nicknamed “Sultan Salim.” The latter’s
dominance over state appointments and lucrative concessions deepened tensions with Al-Solh, especially as the
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latter refused to mobilize sectarian opposition against the presidency. The execution of Antoun Saadeh, founder
of the Syrian Social Nationalist Party, on July 8, 1949, became a major turning point, as public opinion largely
blamed Al-Solh despite his initial opposition, while the decision was driven by El Khoury’s insistence and
Syrian and international pressure. Another source of strain was the Lebanese-Syrian dispute over monetary
policy and the 1948 Lebanese—French agreement, which led to an economic rupture between the two countries
on March 14, 1950, with severe repercussions for Lebanon’s economy. This period culminated in Al-Solh’s
removal from office on February 14, 1951, replaced by politically weaker Sunni figures, before his assassination
in Amman on July 16, 1951, in a complex operation involving the SSNP and regional and international actors.
The research concludes that sidelining Al-Solh was a strategic miscalculation that weakened the foundations of
El Khoury’s rule and paved the way for the “White Revolution” of September 1952, which forced his
resignation.

Keywords: Bechara El Khoury, Riad El Solh, Lebanese independence, 1947 parliamentary elections, 1948
presidential renewal, Sultan Selim, Antoun Saadeh, Syrian Social Nationalist Party, Lebanese-Syrian economic
rift, Lebanese University, 1952 White Revolution, Lebanese politics after independence
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