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Abstract:

This study explores the "Ottoman Quintet in Trade"—a set of wise commercial principles attributed to the Rightly Guided
Caliph, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan (may Allah be pleased with him). These principles constitute a comprehensive framework within
Islamic commercial thought, grounded in experience, flexibility, strategic planning, collaboration, and openness to profit—no
matter how small. The quintet is detailed in the following five principles:

I endure — referring to bearing the hardships of trade and remaining patient amid market fluctuations. A successful merchant
is one who enters the market with perseverance and tackles its challenges.

I grow — indicating the reinvestment of capital and profits for the growth of the business rather than stagnation. Growth signifies
the vitality of trade.

I do not belittle a profit” — expressing the importance of not underestimating small profits, for the wise trader knows that
consistent minor gains accumulate into wealth.

I do not buy from a master — advising caution when dealing with those who surpass one in experience or market control, and
discouraging imprudent transactions without due deliberation.

I make opinion two-headed” — signifying the value of consultation and shared decision-making. Sound counsel is fundamental
to effective commercial choices.

This research presents the quintet as a practical and adaptable model applicable in modern commercial contexts. It embodies a
balance between flexibility and prudence, ambition and humility, consultation and wisdom. The study also highlights its
potential as a framework for training entrepreneurs and developing small to medium- sized enterprises (SMEs).

Ultimately, the study concludes that these principles represent more than ‘Uthman's personal experience—they reflect a mature
and refined commercial mindset that merits inclusion in contemporary Islamic economic policy and business education.

Keywords: Ottoman Quintet, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, Islamic commerce, trade ethics, business development,
entrepreneurial principles, profit management, consultation in trade, Islamic economic thought, sustainable trade
practices.
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Sahih al-Bukhari, authored by Imam Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari, one of the
most authoritative collections of prophetic traditions in Islam. This edition was
critically edited by Dr. Mustafa Dib al-Bugha and published by Dar Ibn Kathir and
Dar al-Yamamah in Damascus (5th edition, 1993).

Al-Jami ‘al-Kabir, compiled by Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH), is one of the six
major collections of hadith in Sunni Islam. The version used here was edited,
annotated, and verified by Bashar Awwad Ma‘ruf, and published by Dar al-Gharb al-
Islami, Beirut (1st edition, 1996).

The Beginning and History (4/-Bad’ wa al-Tarikh), written by al-Mutahhar ibn
Tahir al-Maqdisi (d. 355 AH), is an early Islamic historical work. It was edited and
published in French academic circles by Clément Huart and Ernest Leroux in Paris
between 1899 and 1919.

Musnad Ahmad, a comprehensive collection of hadiths arranged by narrator,
authored by Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (164-241 AH). This scholarly edition was
verified by Shu ‘ayb al-Arna’ut, Adel Murshid, and colleagues, and published by al-
Resalah Foundation.

Contemporary Arabic Language Dictionary, compiled by Dr. Ahmad Mukhtar
Omar (d. 2004), is a modern lexicon reflecting current usage of Arabic vocabulary.
Published by Alam al-Kutub in Cairo (1st edition, 2008).

Taj al-*Arus, by Muhammad Murtada al-Zabidi, is an encyclopedic dictionary based
on classical Arabic sources. This edition was produced by a team of scholars under the
supervision of the National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters in Kuwait.

Muslim Scholars' Contributions to the Early Development of Economic Theories
and Practices, a research paper by Dr. Saif Ismail Abbood, published in A/-Farabi
Journal for Human Sciences, Volume 6, Issue 1, November 2024.
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