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Abstract:

Syria was never separate from Lebanon or the other provinces of the Levant until the end of World War I in
1918. The outlines of colonial schemes and secret agreements began to emerge one after another, particularly the
Sykes-Picot Agreement, the Balfour Declaration, and other arrangements between Britain and France. Beginning
in 1920, France began implementing these plans, declaring the creation of the State of Greater Lebanon, separate
from Syria. Lebanon’s separation was later reinforced by the declaration of the Lebanese Republic in 1926 as an
independent state. Meanwhile, Britain occupied Palestine, Transjordan, and Iraq following the end of World War
I .During the period of the French Mandate, between 1920 and 1943, the foundations of Lebanese and Syrian
independence were gradually consolidated. Over time, new generations in both countries became accustomed to
the reality of Lebanon’s independence from Syria. Between 1943 and 1970, both countries faced extremely
difficult political, security, and economic circumstances. Presidents and governments sometimes cooperated, but
at other times their political, economic, and military interests clashed.

In fact, the political contradictions and the differences among the Lebanese became evident in various fields,
including Lebanon’s position on the policy of alignment with foreign countries and its policy regarding treaties
with the Arab states between the years 1948—1949. Knowing that the Syrian military coups had a clear impact on
Lebanese politics and on Syrian—Lebanese relations during the period extending between 1949-1950."
Keywords : Syria and Lebanon - Syrian-Lebanese relations - Internal Lebanese divisions - Lebanese
independence - Syrian independence - Lebanon's separation from Syria - Greater Syria.
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