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Abstract:

Modern critical studies have paid special attention to the effectiveness of character in narrative works because of
its importance in shaping literary texts, whether novels or short stories. Character is one of the fundamental
pillars of narrative structure, as the dialectical relationship between character and the artistic work becomes
evident to the reader upon engaging with the text. The actions and conflicts assigned to characters shape the
events that drive the narrative toward its dramatic plot, making it difficult for the reader to perceive any novel
apart from the impact of its characters as essential elements of narrative structure. The organic relationship
linking these elements—character, place, time, and plot—constitutes the narrative work, for no novel can be
formed without character .

A critical reading of The Curse of Marquez by the Iraqi novelist Diaa Al-Jubaili reveals a narrative composed of
multiple characters, none of which clearly dominates the others. The novel thus presents a form of collective
protagonism, as all characters occupy an equal narrative distance within the text. Alongside them, secondary or
supporting characters play a significant role in completing the narrative plot and presenting it coherently to the
reader
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