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Abstract:

The Iraqi Constitution stipulates that no less than 25% of parliamentary seats be allocated to women. This provision has
contributed to raising the level of women’s representation in parliament; however, quantitative presence has not always been
matched by qualitative influence in legislative and oversight processes. Female parliamentarians have faced multiple
obstacles, some related to the male-dominated political environment, and others stemming from prevailing social norms and
constraints that limit women’s independence within party blocs.

In practice, much of women’s influence has been confined to social and service-related issues, or general matters concerning
the rights of women and children, while active engagement in crucial areas such as security, the economy, and foreign policy
has remained relatively limited. Moreover, the exercise of oversight tools such as the right to question ministers or monitor
government performance has been hindered by power balances within parliament and the pressures of political alliances.
Despite these challenges, women’s presence in the legislature has created space for raising previously marginalized issues
and has contributed to the introduction of legislative initiatives concerning social justice and equality. Nevertheless, the role
of women still requires greater institutional support, whether through empowerment within political parties or through
training and development programs that enhance their political and leadership capacities.

Reforming the electoral system also emerges as a key step to ensure women’s access to more influential positions within
parliamentary committees and decision-making bodies.

Keywords : Women, Iraqi Council of Representatives, Quota, Political Participation, Legislative Powers.
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