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Abstract:

This research examines the god Nabu and the Akitu festival rituals, considered among the oldest religious festivals in
Mesopotamian civilization. Its roots trace back to the early Sumerian period in the third millennium BCE, where it was
linked to fertility rites and agricultural development in southern Iraqi cities such as Ur and Uruk. The celebration at
that time represented the renewal of the life cycle and an appeasement of the gods to ensure abundant harvests and
social stability. With the shift of political power to Babylon during the Old Babylonian period (18th century BCE), and
its subsequent significant development in the Neo-Babylonian period (7th—6th centuries BCE), the Akitu festival
became a central, official celebration held in Babylon. It was associated with the god Marduk and featured the god
Nabu as the scribe of fate and the one who confirmed the divine legitimacy of the king. The festival was also known in
the Assyrian period (first millennium BCE) in their capitals such as Assur and Nineveh, where it was used to bolster
the position of the ruling authority.

Research has shown that Akitu underwent a significant historical transformation. From a purely religious agricultural
festival, it became a political tool used by kings to legitimize their rule through rituals of renewing their authority
before the gods and the people. Its importance lies in three main dimensions:

1.Religious: Renewing the covenant with the gods and seeking blessings and protection.

2.Political: Consolidating the central authority and granting divine legitimacy to the king.

3.Social: Strengthening social unity and reinforcing a shared religious identity.

Thus, the Akitu festival, spanning from the third millennium to the first millennium BCE, clearly reflects the
intertwining of religion and politics in Mesopotamian civilization, and the role of the god Nabu in solidifying this
connection within the structure of the ancient state.

Keywords : Nabu, Akitu, New Year Festival, Marduk, Babylon.
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