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Abstract:

The 10% electoral threshold in the Turkish electoral system is among the highest of comparable democratic
systems, and since its adoption, it has been an influential tool in reshaping multi-party politics and parliamentary
representation. During the period between 2015 and 2018, the effects of this threshold became clearly evident in
a political context characterized by polarization and constitutional transformations, making this stage appropriate
for analyzing the relationship between electoral rules and the structure of the party system in Turkey. The 2015
elections, held in both June and November, demonstrated that the electoral threshold played a crucial role in
determining the outcomes of the electoral process, not only in terms of seat allocation but also in terms of the
nature of party competition itself. Despite several parties obtaining significant percentages of the vote,
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Failure to cross the threshold resulted in their exclusion from parliamentary representation, leading to a
significant loss of votes that did not translate into seats. This contributed to widening the gap between the actual
electoral will of the community and the resulting parliamentary composition, negatively impacting the level of
pluralism within parliament.

The 2018 elections, however, took place under the transition to a presidential system, which increased the
importance of parliament as an arena for political conflict, but simultaneously deepened the impact of the
electoral threshold on multi-party politics. Although the electoral alliance system was officially introduced, this
amendment did not eliminate the core of the problem.

Rather, it reproduced it in a new form, where the representation of small parties became conditional on joining
larger blocs, which limited the diversity of independent voices within the legislative institution. Therefore, it can
be argued that the 10% electoral threshold during the period 20152018 contributed to reducing the level of
multi-party politics in Turkey by limiting parliamentary representation opportunities for smaller parties and
reinforcing the dominance of a small number of larger political forces. This threshold also influenced the
behavior of both parties and voters.

It reshaped the party landscape to serve formal stability at the expense of broad representation. Thus, the Turkish
experience at this stage reflects the tension between the demands of political stability and the principles of
pluralism and fair representation in electoral systems.

Keywords : 10% electoral threshold, multiparty system, Turkish elections
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