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Abstract:

This study examines the transformation of religious leadership and partisan forces in Jabal Amel between 1967 and 1975
within the broader context of regional upheavals following the June War and the rise of Palestinian armed resistance. It
begins by analyzing the socio-religious structure of the region on the eve of the 1967 defeat, considering it as the structural
framework that shaped local responses to subsequent regional developments. The study then explores the impact of
escalating Palestinian military activity and the Cairo Agreement (1969) on the reconfiguration of local leadership patterns.
The research argues that the 1967 defeat marked a turning point in the political positioning of Jabal Amel within the
Lebanese and regional equation. The region shifted from a peripheral developmental margin to a frontline arena indirectly
involved in the Arab—Israeli conflict. This transformation prompted a gradual repositioning of traditional elites and the
emergence of new mobilizational leadership forms, reflected in the discourse of Imam Musa al-Sadr and the political stance
of Kamel al-Asaad, as they attempted to reconcile support for the Palestinian cause with the imperative of protecting the local
community. The study concludes that the period between 1967 and 1975 witnessed a structural transition from mediation-
based traditional authority to a hybrid leadership model combining social legitimacy, political mobilization, and security
management—ypaving the way for deeper transformations on the eve of the Lebanese Civil War.

Keywords : Jabal Amel ; Religious Leadership ; Cairo Agreement (1969) ; Palestinian Armed Activity ; Imam
Musa al-Sadr ; Kamel al-Asaad ; Political Transformations ; Lebanon (1967—-1975).
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1. TEHRAN TIMES, Straight Truth, 47" anniversary of Sayyed Musa al-sadr’s disappearance,
30. August, 2025.
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