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Abstract:

Al-Jahiz is considered one of the most prominent figures of Arabic prose during the Abbasid era. His style is
distinguished by a blend of humor and seriousness, and satire was his lens for expressing particular social
phenomena. In his book Al-Bukhala’ (“The Misers”), Al-Jahiz stood out from his contemporaries by narrating
everyday life, with anecdotes full of irony, reflecting his cheerful and humorous personality. Although he wrote
this book late in his life, his light-heartedness and satirical mindset prevail throughout.
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This study aims to examine the satirical style in his writings, highlighting its role in critiquing society, politics,
and prevailing customs in a manner that combines wit with intellectual depth. It also explores the linguistic and
stylistic devices Al-Jahiz employed in his satire—such as paradox, contradiction, and exaggeration—and their
impact on the audience. For Al-Jahiz, satire was not merely a means of entertainment; it was an intellectual
approach aimed at reform and guidance, presented in a way that engages the reader and stimulates reflection.
Satirical critique stands out as a key stylistic feature in Al-Jahiz’s literature, through which he cleverly exposes
societal flaws and political contradictions.

The text also addresses the phenomenon of social symbolism in Al-Bukhala’, portraying it as an artistic device
with a critical dimension aimed at depicting Abbasid society and its inherent contradictions. Misery and
stinginess are not presented merely as individual traits; they become symbols reflecting a complex system of
social, economic, and moral conditions. Through his narrative models, Al-Jahiz demonstrates that human
behavior is inseparable from its environment, often shaped by living conditions; stinginess, in many cases, stems
from fear of life’s uncertainties and financial constraints rather than moral deviation. Moreover, he highlights the
contrast between the societal ideals of generosity and the actual practices of frugality and excessive caution in
spending.

The text also reveals the features of class disparity in Abbasid society, where the wealthy cling to their wealth at
the expense of human values, while the less fortunate struggle under poverty, leading to clear social imbalance.
Al-Jahiz leverages this contrast to show the impact of economic realities on individual behavior. The text does
not ignore the contradictions affecting social relationships, particularly within the family, where human bonds
may become governed by utility, indicating the dominance of material considerations over moral values.

In terms of style, Al-Jahiz avoided direct exposition and instead relied on satire and symbolism, making his
characters a mirror reflecting societal reality, provoking the reader to contemplate. In this way, he offered an
indirect social critique, revealing flaws through an artistic approach rather than direct confrontation. Ultimately,
symbolism in Al-Bukhala’ emerges as a profound analytical tool that goes beyond mere literary embellishment,
contributing to exposing social disparities, highlighting contradictions between values and practices, and
illustrating the influence of economic factors on human relationships.

This study also includes a definition of satire, a brief overview of the author’s life and works, an examination of
the main themes and satirical techniques in Al-Jahiz’s Al-Bukhala’, a summary of key previous studies, and a
discussion of the fundamental research questions

Keywords : Satire, Al-Jahiz, Misers
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