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Abstract:

This research presents a scholarly study of one of the prominent Islamic jurists of the seventh century AH« Imam
Ibn al-Sa‘atic a distinguished Hanafi scholar who lived in Baghdad during a period when it was a major center of
knowledge and intellectual activity in the late Abbasid era. The study focuses on his jurisprudential views as
presented in his work “Sharh Majma“ al-Bahrayn wa Multaqa al-Nayrayn”« with particular emphasis on the legal
issue of the establishment of the sighting of the crescent moon (Hilal) for Ramadan and its related rulings. The
research aims to analyze Ibn al-Sa‘atr’s methodological approach in legal reasoning¢ and to compare his opinions
with those of jurists from other Islamic schools of thought. It highlights the evidences derived from the Qur’an¢
Sunnah¢ and the statements of the Companions and early scholars¢ while also examining the principles of
preference (tarjih) among differing juristic opinions. The study demonstrates that the issue of moon sighting is a
significant jurisprudential matter due to its direct impact on time-bound acts of worship such as fasting¢ breaking
the fast¢ and pilgrimage. It further shows that Ibn al-Sa“‘ati employed a balanced juristic methodology that
integrates textual evidence« analogical reasoning¢ and adherence to the Hanafi school¢ while often prioritizing
the strongest available proof. The research concludes that Ibn al-Sa‘ati represents a comprehensive juristic figure
whose works reflect deep scholarly insight and a systematic approach to resolving juristic disagreements¢
particularly in matters of ritual worship tied to precise legal timing.

Keywords : Ibn al-Sa’ati Majma’ al-Bahrain¢ Jurisprudence.
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