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Abstract:

Modern means of communication have affected the language of texting and correspondences in many ways. Based on that, this study aimed
to identify the current conditions of the Arabic language on social networking sites, specifically on Facebook. The wide spread of colloquial
Arabic and Arabinglish (a blend of Arabic and English) among users, has led to a decline in the use of classical Arabic (fusha). This shift,
along with the huge lack of digital content in Arabic language, could lead to several negative consequences. To achieve the goal of the study,
one hundred questionnaires have been distributed to a random sample of Facebook users. The study concluded that most users prefer the
colloquial language because of its ease, although this preference is directly linked to the educational level and background of each user. The
study recommended developing a plan to monitor and analyze the performance of digital communication, in order to have a wider
comprehension for the actual reasons behind avoiding standard Arabic, in addition to creating specialized sites that encourage writing in
Avrabic language.

Keywo rds: linguistic discourse - digital communication - social networking sites.
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