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Abstract

This study provides a comparative analytical examination of the terms “fthi da‘f” (“there is weakness in
him”) and “f1 hadithihi da‘f” (“there is weakness in his hadith™) as used in Ibn Abi Hatim’s al-Jarh wa al-
Ta'dil. It surveys their occurrences, analyzes their meanings, and highlights their impact on evaluating
narrators and hadiths. Using an applied methodology, the research compares the usage of these terms in al-
Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil with other classical biographical evaluation works. The findings reveal that while both
terms indicate weakness, subtle differences exist regarding the degree of weakness and whether it applies to
specific narrations or to a narrator’s transmission overall—differences that directly influence the acceptance
or rejection of a hadith in isnad evaluation.
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