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Abstract

This study examines the transformations of political legitimacy in hybrid Arab regimes through a
comparative analysis of Algeria and Sudan following the 2018-2019 popular uprisings. Using a comparative
methodology and the "most similar systems" design, the research deconstructs traditional sources of
legitimacy and explores how regimes attempted to reconstruct authority amid military dominance. The
findings indicate that Algeria experienced authoritarian restoration and partial legitimacy, whereas Sudan
descended into a complete legitimacy vacuum, reflecting the failure of both military and civilian elites to
establish genuine democratic authority.

Keywords: Political legitimacy, hybrid regimes, Algerian Hirak, Sudanese revolution, deep state, military
power, Arab Spring.
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(1); Beetham, D. (1991). The Legitimation of Power. Palgrave Macmillan, p.16.
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