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Abstract

The principle of prohibiting the use of force is one of the most prominent pillars of the contemporary international legal system.
Article (2/4) of the United Nations Charter stipulates it as a peremptory norm from which no derogation is permitted except in
two specific cases: intervention by a Security Council resolution to maintain international peace and security, or the exercise by
a state of its inherent right to self-defense under Article (51). However, contemporary security and strategic developments,
particularly the escalation of cross-border threats, have prompted some states to adopt what is known as the concept of
preventive defense, which is based on confronting threats before they occur. This has sparked widespread controversy in
international jurisprudence and judiciary. In this context, the Israeli war against Iran, known as the "12-Day War," constituted a
prominent example of the political employment of the concept of preventive defense. Israel claimed that its military operations
came in response to imminent Iranian threats. However, an evaluation of these claims in light of the rules of public international
law reveals the absence of legal grounds to justify them. The conditions of legitimate defense, including necessity,
proportionality, and the presence of an imminent armed threat, were not adequately met. Allows the use of force.

Keywords: Preventive defense - Iran - Israel - Article (51).
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