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Abstract

This study aims to provide an in-depth and comprehensive analysis of the nature of armed conflicts and their
various classifications within the framework of International Humanitarian Law (IHL), with a special focus
on contemporary developments that have influenced the legal concept of these conflicts. Given the increasing
complexity of modern conflicts, understanding the precise legal nature of each conflict is crucial for
determining the applicable rules. The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, deconstructing the
concept of armed conflict, identifying the threshold at which violence transitions into an armed conflict, and
examining the necessary conditions for its legal classification. The study focuses on the fundamental
distinction between international armed conflicts (IACs), which occur between two or more states and
include wars of national liberation under Additional Protocol I, and non-international armed conflicts
(NIACs), which take place within the borders of a single state between government forces and organized
armed groups, or between such groups. The study examines the legal framework governing each type, based
on the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols of 1977, while analyzing the
differences in the scope of protection granted. The study concludes that there is a significant disparity in the
level of legal protection afforded to victims of conflicts depending on their classification, creating legal gaps
that can affect civilians and combatants who are "hors de combat". Accordingly, the study recommends the
necessity of working to close these gaps, strengthening the implementation mechanisms of IHL, and unifying
its fundamental rules to ensure effective and comprehensive humanitarian protection for all victims,
regardless of the nature or legal classification of the conflict.
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