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Abstract

This research addresses the protection of civilians during armed conflicts in light of the principles of
international humanitarian law and international conventions. It aims to outline the legal framework
established by the international community to mitigate the effects of war and protect those not directly
participating in hostilities, particularly women and children. The research presents the historical development
of international humanitarian law, focusing on the fundamental role of the 1949 Geneva Conventions and
their Additional Protocols in establishing rules for the protection of civilians during armed conflicts.

The research also discusses international efforts to strengthen this protection and the role of humanitarian
organizations, foremost among them the International Committee of the Red Cross, in providing assistance to
victims of conflict. Despite the existence of a clear international legal framework, the research indicates the
continued suffering of civilians due to the non-compliance of some states and armed groups with the rules of
international humanitarian law.

The research employs an analytical approach to assess the effectiveness of international rules and
conventions in protecting civilians, while identifying the most significant obstacles preventing their full
implementation. The research concludes with the necessity of strengthening international enforcement
mechanisms and activating international monitoring to ensure respect for the rules of international
humanitarian law, thereby contributing to more effective protection for civilians during armed conflicts.

Keywords: International humanitarian law, protection of civilians, armed conflicts, Geneva Conventions,

Additional Protocols, human rights during war, International Committee of the Red Cross, international law
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