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The Emotional Dimension in External Decision Making: The Hidden Side in International
Relations

Zakariae Haloui

Abstract

Recent studies in the field of politics and international relations indicate the difficulty of separating the emotional
dimension from the rational dimension during the political decision-making process, as both stimulate the other and
reflect its outputs. Policy-making and the relationship between states and societies cannot understand its different
aspects, if it is limited to the rational dimension only and ignores the role of emotion. Considering that the latter is
linked to man and human existence, whoever makes and takes the political decision is affected by it and influences
through it the peoples who are moved by émotions and feelings and govern their behavior and actions.

Keywords: Emotion, Foreign policy, International relations, Decision-maker, Security policies.
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