
 

   
58 

Manar Elsharq Journal for Literature and Language Studies (MEJLLS)                                                                  vol.3, no.3, 2025 

 

Website: http://meijournals.com/ara/index.php/mejlls/index 

 
The Influence of Popular Culture on English Language 

Usage 
Osama Riyadh Mohsin 

Department of English - faculty of Education - Islamic University, Babylon / Iraq  

Corresponding Author: Osama Riyadh Mohsin 

 

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT 

 

Received: 20 Jun 

Accepted: 22 July 

Volume: 3 

Issue: 3 
 

This research investigates the impact of popular culture, particularly films and music, on the 

acquisition of the English language by university students. In the contemporary globalized 

environment, conventional classroom techniques are no longer the exclusive avenue for 

developing English language proficiency. Films and music, integral components of everyday life 

and leisure, provide organic and captivating avenues to improve listening skills, vocabulary 

acquisition, pronunciation, and cultural comprehension. Notwithstanding the extensive research 

on grammar and vocabulary instruction, there remains a notable deficiency in studies that 

specifically investigate the influence of these media on language acquisition and learner 

motivation. Employing a qualitative descriptive methodology, this study included 40 

undergraduate English language learners who were routinely exposed to specific films (e.g., 

Forrest Gump, Harry Potter) and songs (e.g., by Ed Sheeran, Adele). Data were collected via 

media analysis and learner feedback to ascertain themes including vocabulary retention, 

motivation, and pronunciation enhancement. Evidence suggests that films offer genuine linguistic 

contexts that facilitate learners' comprehension of real-world communication patterns and cultural 

subtleties. Music aids in the retention of memory through the utilization of rhythm and repetition, 

while simultaneously improving pronunciation and fostering an emotional connection to 

language. Students indicated enhanced motivation and satisfaction when incorporating these 

media into their study practices. Nevertheless, the research recognizes constraints associated with 

the sample size and the range of media examined. The study concludes that films and music act 

as significant supplements to formal English education, facilitating more effective, engaging, and 

authentic language learning experiences. It suggests that educators deliberately integrate elements 

of popular culture into curricula to improve learner engagement and competence 
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Introduction 

In contemporary society, the acquisition of English is no 

longer confined to conventional classroom techniques, as the impact of media and technology 

has transformed language learning; English has emerged as a global 

language utilized in numerous domains including education, economics, politics, science, travel, 

and entertainment, which motivates many learners worldwide to enhance their 

English proficiency not solely for examination purposes, but also for effective communication an

d comprehension of the surrounding world. 

One of the most engaging and organic methods of acquiring English in contemporary times is 

through films and music, as these resources are integral to daily life, often utilized for 
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entertainment while inadvertently facilitating learning. Movies, 

for instance, illustrate authentic life scenarios and employ language that mirrors everyday 

communication. This assists learners in perceiving the authentic speech patterns of native 

speakers, encompassing pace, intonation, expressions, and the 

cultural context of specific phrases. Engaging with films aids in the enhancement of auditory co

mprehension, pronunciation, and vocabulary, as learners are exposed to a variety of accents, 

dialects, and speaking 

styles that are frequently not covered in educational institutions. This renders the educational pro

cess 

more authentic and linked to genuine language utilization. For numerous learners, particularly yo

ung individuals, films are perceived as entertaining and enjoyable, resulting in enhanced learning 

without the constraints of pressure or monotony. 

Songs additionally play a significant role in language acquisition, as music 

is readily memorizable and engaging to reiterate. Individuals frequently recall songs effortlessly, 

and this repetition enhances their ability to remember novel words and 

phrases compared to simply reading or memorizing 

lists. Music additionally assists in enhancing pronunciation and rhythm, while fostering an 

emotional engagement with the language, thereby enabling learners 

to comprehend not only the linguistic aspects but also the underlying emotions and 

messages. This enhances the significance and relevance of the learning experience. 

A majority of prior research on English language acquisition emphasized grammar, vocabulary, 

and pedagogical techniques; however, only a limited number of studies have conducted an in-

depth exploration of how popular culture elements, such 

as films and music, can facilitate learning and enhancement. There exists a deficiency in the 

research that requires further investigation, as numerous learners, particularly adolescents and 

young adults, engage with films and music 

more frequently than with traditional textbooks. This research aims to address the aforementione

d gap by examining the actual impact of films and music on English 

language acquisition and ascertaining whether 

these resources serve solely as entertainment or genuinely contribute to 

the development of robust language skills. 

Certain individuals hold the view that acquiring knowledge from films and music is inadequate, 
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emphasizing the greater significance of formal 

education, whereas others contend that integrating both approaches produces optimal outcomes. 

Educational institutions instruct in rules and frameworks, while film and 

music illustrate the vitality and dynamism of language 

in authentic contexts. This research will investigate whether students who depend more 

on films and music cultivate superior communication abilities. 

The objective of this study is 

to investigate the impact of viewing films and engaging with English music on students' capaciti

es to comprehend and utilize English in everyday contexts. It 

will further investigate the types of films and music that are 

most beneficial, as well as the frequency with which learners employ them. Furthermore, the rese

arch will examine the functions of motivation, interest, and personal enjoyment 

in achieving successful language acquisition via these tools, and 

will provide recommendations for educators on integrating films and music effectively into their 

instruction. 

This research aims to assist educators and learners 

in recognizing the significance of integrating education with entertainment, which 

can facilitate language acquisition to be more straightforward, rapid, and natural, particularly in 

a global context where English is ubiquitous and technology offers numerous learning resources. 

Literature Review 

The acquisition of English is significant globally as 

it facilitates intercultural connections and enhances access to superior educational resources, emp

loyment prospects, and social communication. Individuals aspire to acquire English 

not solely for the purpose of excelling in examinations, but also to communicate with assurance a

nd comprehend genuine conversations. One of 

the most effective and engaging methods for acquiring English organically is 

by engaging with popular culture, particularly through films and music. These 

media illustrate the authentic language usage of native speakers 

in daily contexts, encompassing natural expressions, slang, accents, and 

cultural nuances that are frequently absent from textbooks. 
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Films offer students extensive exposure to English in 

a variety of authentic contexts. They illustrate dialogues among family, friends, colleagues, and 

strangers in various settings, including homes, offices, educational institutions, and 

public spaces. This diversity assists learners 

in comprehending the authentic manner in which English is 

spoken, encompassing emotional intonations, discourse styles, 

and colloquial language. Viewing films provides learners with exposure to idiomatic expressions 

and everyday phrases utilized by native English speakers. This assists learners 

in comprehending the literal definitions of terms along with their cultural and emotional 

contexts. 

Films additionally illustrate to learners how language varies according to context and 

relationships; for instance, discourse in the workplace contrasts with that employed with friends 

or family. This assists learners 

in adjusting their language usage to various contexts, thereby enhancing the effectiveness and nat

uralness of communication. Furthermore, films introduce learners to a range of accents 

and speaking rates, which improves their listening abilities and fosters an understanding of 

diverse English speakers globally. 

Moreover, films frequently integrate cultural traditions, values, and 

social norms, thereby facilitating learners' comprehension of the motivations underlying languag

e usage. This cultural insight is crucial for fostering effective communication 

and mitigating potential misunderstandings. The study of culture 

in conjunction with language enhances learners' experiences 

and fosters a profound appreciation for language. 

Popular films that facilitate English language development encompass American classics such as 

Forrest Gump and The Pursuit of Happyness. Forrest Gump is recognized for 

its straightforward and accessible English, featuring numerous idioms 

and colloquialisms that enhance learners' comprehension of natural speech. The Pursuit of 

Happyness showcases both formal and informal 

English utilized in professional and domestic settings, which is valuable for understanding 

language variations. British films, such as Harry Potter, offer exposure to British English accents 

and vocabulary, thereby enriching the understanding of different English 

varieties. Similarly, Australian movies like Rabbit Proof Fence and The Dressmaker introduce 
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Australian accents and cultural references, aiding in the comprehension of diverse English usage. 

Songs serve as effective educational instruments by integrating language 

with musical elements such as rhythm and melody, thereby facilitating memorable 

and engaging learning experiences. This promotes enhanced retention of 

new vocabulary and expressions via rhythmic structures and 

repetition, thereby bolstering language acquisition and augmenting fluency. 

Songs offer learners 

a range of linguistic styles, varying from straightforward and unambiguous to intricate and rapid.

 Certain individuals employ universal and significant themes such as peace, hope, and 

love, which enhance the comprehensibility of lyrics and foster emotional engagement. This 

emotional connection reinforces memory and vocabulary understanding. 

Contemporary music frequently incorporates colloquialisms, informal phrases, and 

expressions prevalent among youth. This 

exposure facilitates learners' comprehension and utilization of everyday conversational language 

in a natural manner. Musical genres, such as rap, employ rapid and informal 

speech, complete with slang and idioms, thereby challenging learners to enhance their listening 

skills and adjust to authentic speech patterns. 

Engaging with music also enhances pronunciation, as learners replicate sounds, emphasis, and 

intonation. Musical context enhances the recognition of rhythm and 

melody, which are essential for producing fluent and natural speech. 

Popular songs that facilitate English language acquisition include timeless pieces such as 

"Imagine" by John Lennon, which features straightforward and significant lyrics pertaining to 

peace and hope. Contemporary hits like "Shape of You" by Ed 

Sheeran offer exposure to everyday English and colloquialisms, thereby assisting learners 

in remaining up-to-date. Rap songs, such as "Lose Yourself" by 

Eminem, contribute to the comprehension of rapid and informal speech, along with 

cultural idioms. Furthermore, artists from Australia, such as Sia and Keith Urban, provide 

songs characterized by distinct pronunciation and relatable lyrics, which enhance familiarity with 

Australian accents and expressions. 

Research indicates that the utilization of films and 

music significantly enhances language acquisition. Studies demonstrate that viewing movies acc

ompanied by subtitles enhances auditory comprehension by immersing learners in authentic 
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accents, vocabulary, and idiomatic expressions. Furthermore, music augments pronunciation and 

vocabulary retention by leveraging its mnemonic properties. Repeated engagement with song 

lyrics fosters reading proficiency, particularly among novice learners. These results substantiate t

he notion that films and music enhance auditory comprehension, verbal expression, vocabulary a

cquisition, articulation, and reading proficiency. 

Furthermore, films and music enhance motivation 

by rendering the educational process both enjoyable and less 

stressful. Students who engage with their preferred films or music experience increased engagem

ent and motivation. This favorable sentiment mitigates anxiety 

and promotes increased practice, resulting in ongoing language development. Motivation 

is essential for effective learning, and entertainment media significantly contributes to 

this process. 

Nevertheless, challenges persist. Not all films and songs are suitable for every learner; some 

may contain offensive language, slang, or cultural references that may perplex or 

offend. Educators and students must meticulously choose appropriate materials 

and elucidate challenging terms or phrases. Depending exclusively on films and music may lead 

to the omission of formal grammar, writing, and academic 

skills crucial for achieving comprehensive proficiency. It is vital to balance informal 

media education with structured instruction to attain optimal outcomes. 

In summary, films and music constitute significant resources that enhance engaging and 

enjoyable English language acquisition. They immerse learners 

in authentic language usage, cultural context, and emotional connections frequently lacking in 

textbooks, thereby enhancing listening, speaking, vocabulary, pronunciation, and motivation. 

When integrated with formal instruction, films and music assist learners 

in developing confidence and proficiency in 

English usage. Contemporary technology facilitates effortless access 

to films and music at any time, thereby providing learners with enhanced practice opportunities. 

Educators and learners should strategically integrate these tools into language programs 

to foster engaging, practical, and effective learning experiences. As 

English gains prominence in global popular culture, the significance of its role in language 

education will further increase. 
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Research Questions 

.1 What is the function of songs in improving vocabulary and grammatical structure 

retention for English language learners? 

2. What influence do films and music have on students' motivation to study English? 

.3 What strategies can educators employ to seamlessly incorporate films and music into English 

language teaching curricula? 

4.What are the distinctions in the influences of viewing films as opposed to auditory music on 

the enhancement of speaking and pronunciation competencies? 

 

Methodology 

This study utilizes a qualitative descriptive approach to investigate the impact of English-

language films and music on the acquisition of English as a foreign language. The objective is 

to examine the interactions of learners with these media, their perceived learning outcomes, and 

the influence of these cultural resources on their motivation and confidence. In light of 

the inherently subjective experiential nature of qualitative methods, they are well-

suited for gathering comprehensive insights instead of quantitative data. 

Participants consisted of 40 undergraduate students from the English Department at a 

university, representing academic levels from first to fourth year. They were chosen based 

on consistent engagement with English materials and familiarity 

with employing films and music for educational purposes. The diverse levels offered a thorough 

understanding of media effects throughout various stages. 

Data were obtained via the selection and examination of genuine materials, 

including excerpts from notable films such as Forrest Gump, Harry Potter, and The Pursuit of 

Happyness, as well as songs performed by artists such as Ed Sheeran, Taylor Swift, Adele, and 

The Beatles. These encompass a range of English accents and 

cultural settings, including American, British, and Australian, along with informal student 

reflections and immediate verbal feedback elicited during 
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classroom engagement, further enhanced by media analysis. 

The data analysis employed qualitative content analysis. The 

researcher analyzed language used in specific films and 

songs, along with student feedback, classifying data into 

themes that included vocabulary enhancement, auditory comprehension, 

pronunciation training, cultural exposure, and enhanced motivation. This 

thematic structure facilitated a comprehensive analysis of media assistance for 

language acquisition. 

This methodology facilitated a comprehensive comprehension of students' individual experiences

. Films and music possess a strong degree of relatability and emotional resonance, while qualitati

ve analysis effectively captures subjective responses 

and emerging patterns. The incorporation of genuine examples from 

media sources along with student reflections enhances the 

study, emphasizing the crucial function of non-

traditional, engaging learning instruments beyond conventional education. 

 

Results 

Research Question 1: The influence of songs on improving vocabulary and grammar retention. 

Songs such as "Imagine" by John 

Lennon, characterized by straightforward and significant lyrics, facilitate learners' comprehensio

n and retention of new vocabulary associated with themes such as peace and 

hope. Moreover, melody and repetition enhance memory retention. Tracks like "Shape of You" 

by Ed Sheeran present colloquial and informal expressions, whereas rap songs such as Eminem’s 

"Lose Yourself" offer challenges to learners through rapid speech and slang, thereby improving 

listening skills and fostering the internalization of grammatical structures in a natural manner. 

Research Question 2: Influence of Films and Music on Motivation 

Engaging with films such as Forrest Gump inspires learners through its lucid English and 

relatable idioms, while The Pursuit of Happyness introduces them to both formal and informal 

English, enhancing their confidence. Furthermore, music by artists such as Adele and Taylor 

Swift emotionally resonates with learners, rendering the learning process more enjoyable 
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and alleviating anxiety, thereby fostering increased practice in speaking and listening. 

Research Question 3: Successful Incorporation into Educational Curricula. 

Educators have the ability to choose a variety of film excerpts and musical pieces that introduce s

tudents to a range of accents and cultural environments. For instance, Harry 

Potter Showcases British English, whereas Australian films such as Rabbit Proof 

Fence Feature Australian accents. Music by Sia and Keith Urban provides distinct pronunciation 

and relatable 

lyrics. The inclusion of these resources enhances the engagement and authenticity of lessons 

beyond textbook content. 

Research Question 4: Variations in the Effects of Films versus Music on Speech and 

Pronunciation 

Films offer contextual 

dialogues characterized by authentic conversational patterns, thereby facilitating the practice of 

intonation and rhythm, while songs, particularly those with a rapid tempo such as rap music like 

"Lose Yourself," enhance pronunciation through repetition and emulation of stress 

patterns. Films assist learners in comprehending language 

variation across contexts, while songs enhance consciousness of rhythm and melody 

in spoken language. 

 

Discussion 

The findings of the study indicate that the incorporation of films 

and music has a considerable influence on language learning, specifically in terms of vocabulary, 

pronunciation, grammar recognition, and motivation. Student responses and qualitative 

analysis indicate that popular media offer engaging 

experiences frequently absent in conventional materials. 

Musical works such as "Imagine" facilitated the acquisition of abstract vocabulary that is 

emotionally engaging and readily memorable, while songs like "Lose Yourself" and "Shape of 

You" presented repetitive linguistic structures that enhanced grammar retention 

and expression comprehension. Films such as "Forrest Gump" and "The Pursuit 
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of Happiness" offered authentic dialogue and culturally rich language, thereby exposing learners 

to native-like pronunciation, intonation, and colloquial expressions. The visual context aided in 

the deduction of new word meanings and 

language functionality in genuine settings. This evidence suggests that significant emotional 

contexts enhance retention and application, thereby mitigating the divide between textbooks 

and genuine utilization. 

Songs and films serve not merely as supplementary materials but 

as crucial resources that significantly influence language education and 

acquisition. They engage learners both emotionally and cognitively. Educators employing such 

materials may observe enhanced participation, motivation, and 

retention. Students acquire increased confidence in practicing 

English outside of the classroom, which is essential for achieving long-term proficiency. 

Conclusion 

Films and music are most impactful when integrated with 

formal instruction; relying exclusively on these mediums may overlook academic and written 

language development. A comprehensive strategy encompassing structured education and 

media engagement results in enhanced outcomes. This research enhances the comprehension that 

entertainment media, when appropriately selected and utilized, significantly influences language 

education. Educators can enhance instructional material by selecting films and songs 

that align with curricular objectives and student interests. Learners 

are motivated to employ these resources not solely for enjoyment but as integral components of t

heir educational process. 

Implications 

Educators ought to construct syllabi that incorporate musical and cinematic excerpts in alignment

 with educational objectives. Language institutions may revise their methodologies 

to integrate media-based education as a central component rather 

than merely an auxiliary element. Training 
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programs designed for educators should focus on the selection, adaptation, and utilization of pop

ular culture resources to cater to diverse learners. 

Limitations 

This research concentrated on a restricted selection of songs and 

films, potentially failing to embody the complete spectrum of 

popular culture's influence. Participants were drawn from 

a singular educational environment, thereby constraining the generalizability 

of the findings. The qualitative data's depth may also restrict statistical generalization. 

Future inquiries ought to broaden sample sizes, include diverse media formats, and employ quant

itative methodologies to achieve more comprehensive insights. 
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