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Abstract:

The folk tale is an important part of people's heritage, revealing their culture, beliefs, concerns, and hopes. It is
the living memory that grows with humanity, and the record in which societies record their positions and visions
of the world, the self, and the other, using their language and distinctive storytelling traditions. Due to this
importance, the study examined examples of Hijazi folk tale from the book "Qalat Hamida" by Abdo Khal, to
reveal the underlying cultural patterns, utilizing the mechanisms of cultural criticism in the analysis. It focused
on two important patterns : the feminine pattern and the Islamic pattern. It reached several conclusions, the most
important of which are : the perpetuation of a negative and stereotypical image of women through the
transmission of patterns implicit in folk tales presented within the framework of preaching or entertainment.
These include: the pattern of negation, which robs women of their mental capacity, and the pattern of malice and
deceit, which is associated with the stepmother, whom the patterns seek to stereotype and generalize. These
patterns still influence the Hijazi mentality and are passed on to this day through stories, proverbs, jokes, and
other forms of expression. The study revealed latent beliefs in society, such as the belief in the head, presented in
a new style in the folk tale "The Green Bird." The study recommends conducting further specialized studies on
each of the folk tale patterns, given their vast store of cultural implications and the impact they reveal in shaping
Arab consciousness, with the aim of reviewing them and stopping the perpetuation of stereotypical or offensive
images.
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