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Abstract:

This research explores the concept and origin of the term "museum«" focusing on the establishment of the first
civilizational museum in Iraq in 1924. It highlights the pivotal role played by Gertrude Bell in founding the Iraqi
Museum: tracing its history through its various locations—initially in Al-Qushla¢ then relocating to Al-Samawal
Street¢ followed by the selection and construction of a new building designed by German architect Mack. The
museum was officially moved to this new site in 1963« with subsequent expansions added in 1983.The study
examines the key exhibition halls of the Iraqi Museum and their display methods¢< which follow a chronological
civilizational sequence. All artifacts on display originate from archaeological excavations conducted by both Iraqi
and international missions. Furthermore« the research survey civilizational museums across Iraq’s provinces¢ as
well as heritage« historical¢ and scientific museums. Attention is given to the most significant treasures preserved
within the Iraqi Museum: highlighting its most renowned artifact Finally¢ the study addresses critical events
impacting the museum during the American occupation of Iraq¢ particularly the looting and destruction in 2003—
an event of global significance. It concludes by reviewing local and international efforts aimed at recovering stolen
artifacts¢ restoring the museum« and facilitating its reopening.

Keywords: Museum: Iraqi Museum:« Artifacts.
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