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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the role of religious spaces, specifically Friday sermons and women'’s religious
circles, in socialization processes in Halba and its suburbs (Akkar — Lebanon), and their sustained psychological
and social impacts on women, men, and social relations. The research employed a qualitative approach through
semi-structured interviews, field observations, and content analysis of sermons and religious sessions. Findings
revealed that these religious spaces enhance individuals’ religious and social identity but simultaneously
reproduce patriarchal structures and gender hierarchies while offering women limited room to renegotiate their
roles. Continuous participation in these spaces reinforces social control and voluntary compliance with
patriarchal norms.

Keywords: Friday sermons, women’s religious circles, socialization, psychological and social impact, patriarchy,
gender relations.
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