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Abstract:

This study investigates the profound impact of world-renowned football stars' transfers on the purchasing behavior of Saudi
sports fans, focusing on Cristiano Ronaldo's move to Al-Nassr Club as a unique case study. The research aims to fill a
knowledge gap by understanding the relationship between global stardom and its effect on local consumers within a cultural
context different from Western environments, which are the focus of most previous studies. The core problem statement is: To
what extent does the transfer of a global star like Cristiano Ronaldo to a Saudi club impact the purchasing behavior of local
sports fans through digital platforms?

The study's significance is twofold: theoretically, it contributes to the literature on sports marketing and consumer behavior by
reframing stardom as a central factor in building sports brands. Practically, it offers actionable recommendations for decision-
makers in Saudi clubs and marketing firms on how to leverage the presence of global stars to boost financial revenues via
effective digital channels.

Adopting a descriptive analytical approach, the study used a questionnaire as the primary data collection tool, administered to
a simple random sample of 169 active Saudi sports fans, particularly those of Al-Nassr Club, on digital platforms. The findings
revealed a strong correlation between Ronaldo's transfer and a rise in digital purchasing behavior, with loyalty to the star
exerting a more significant influence on purchasing decisions than loyalty to the club. The results also indicated that digital
engagement is a key driver of purchasing intent and that younger, more educated demographics were most susceptible to this
influence.

Keywords: Sports Marketing, Purchasing Behavior, Digital Marketing, Cristiano Ronaldo, Saudi Fans,
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Celebrity Influence, Fan Loyalty.
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