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Abstract:

This study examines the economic and social conditions of the leading merchants in the Mamluk Sultanate
during the 9th/15th century, a class that played a pivotal role in economic, political, and religious life. These
merchants accumulated immense wealth and owned various properties, including houses, caravanserais, baths,
and workshops. Their commercial interests extended within Egypt and beyond, making them a powerful force in
the economic structure of society. However, they also faced severe fluctuations, such as bankruptcies and loss of
wealth caused by mismanagement or political and military upheavals, which in turn affected their social status.
On the familial level, marriages among merchants or with ruling and religious elites had a strategic dimension,
aimed at strengthening influence and safeguarding mutual interests. Politically, merchants contributed to
financing military campaigns and urban projects, and some held administrative posts and diplomatic missions,
granting them direct participation in decision-making. Religiously, they were notable for establishing
endowments, schools, and mosques, as well as maintaining strong ties with scholars and judges, further
reinforcing their moral and social presence. The study reveals that leading merchants were not merely economic
actors but essential partners in shaping Mamluk society. Their social, political, and religious networks provided
an integrated framework that enhanced their status and made them partners in both power and wealth.

Keywords: Mamluk Sultanate - Leading merchants - Economic life - Social life - Wealth and property - Political
influence - Endowments and charity
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