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Abstract:

This research explores the intertextuality between Dante Alighieri's Inferno in The Divine Comedy and the hell
depicted by Burhan Shawi in his novels, specifically the Maze series and the novel Mephisto’s Rest. The study
aims to highlight the mechanisms and levels of intertextuality, the ways in which Shawi identifies with the
source text, destabilizes it, and builds upon its remnants. Additionally, it investigates the symbolic structure
based on the number nine and how it is reshaped to reflect an Arab, non-metaphysical version of hell.

Through this comparative approach, it becomes evident that Shawi goes beyond verbal intertextuality or direct
quotation. He offers a modern interpretive reading of Dante's Inferno, reflecting his psychological and existential
vision of the tormented Arab individual trapped in an earthly hell. Using a thematic approach, the study reveals
the centrality of themes such as suffering, loss, and the quest for truth. It shows how the novelist shifts the
Arabic text from passive reception to active engagement, from consumption to reproduction.

The study concludes that the intertextuality between Shawi's novels and Dante's Inferno is dynamic and dialogic.
Through it, the author reconstructs the absent text to create a new one—rich in meaning and blending literature,
thought, and the existential human experience. This grants his novels a universal dimension that transcends the
local context and establishes a hell that is more complex and realistic.

Keywords: Intertextuality, dialogue, thematic, theme.
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