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Abstract:

The research places the 1920 Iraqi Revolt under the microscope, highlighting its main causes and precursors, and
proceeding to discuss the course of its military operations and the losses suffered by the opposing sides—revealing
a clear imbalance of power that tipped heavily in favor of the British against the Iraqis. The study also seeks to
demonstrate the resilience of the Iraqi people and their rejection of the occupation, as well as the unity of all
segments of society in their commitment to liberation—strongly supported by nationalist groups, particularly the
religious leaders. The research aims to shed light on the significance of their role and the independence-driven
calls they issued, which the study examines in terms of their effectiveness in mobilizing the Iraqi public toward
armed “jihadist” resistance. The paper concludes with a discussion of the major outcomes of this great Iraqi
revolution and its impact on the course of British diplomacy as implemented in Iraq.

Keywords: 1920 Revolt — The Great Iraqi Revolution — Armed Struggle — Religious Fatwas — Burden of
Taxation — Iraqi National Movement — Outcomes of the 1920 Revolt.
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