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Abstract:

Modern Iraqi architecture represents a complex interaction between local heritage and Western influences,
raising questions about how Iraqi architecture has evolved and interacted with global trends, and whether the
works of architect Zaha Hadid contribute to reinforcing the local architectural identity. The research problem lies
in examining the impact of Zaha Hadid’s architecture on the style and development of local Iraqi architecture,
and assessing the extent to which she integrates innovation with heritage authenticity. The study aims to explore
the development of modern Iraqi architecture and to demonstrate how architecture expresses cultural identity
locally, with a particular focus on Zaha Hadid as a model combining originality and innovation. It also seeks to
document the history of modern Iraqi architecture, understand Zaha Hadid’s design methodology, and provide
insights into developing a local architectural style that enhances Iraq’s identity both regionally and globally. The
research employed a historical-analytical method to study the evolution of Iraqi architecture, along with a
descriptive approach to analyze Zaha Hadid’s works, focusing on the cultural, social, and political factors
influencing architecture. Data were collected from primary and secondary sources to evaluate her architectural
impact locally and internationally. The results indicate that modern Iraqi architecture evolved gradually,
beginning with the combination of heritage and Western influences in the 1930s, followed by the adoption of
modern styles in the 1950s and 1960s, and reaching the post-US occupation period, when Western influence
became more pronounced. Zaha Hadid played a significant role in designing innovative projects, such as the
Baghdad Arts Center, contributing to the integration of modern technology with local identity.
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