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Abstract:

During the 19th century, silkworm breeding and silk production became an important economic and social sector
in the Mount Lebanon region, particularly in the Koura district. This period is regarded as the "golden age" of
this industry in Lebanon, roughly spanning from the mid-19th century to the early 20th century, when spinning
and weaving factories, along with mulberry tree farms that feed the silkworms, flourished. This movement was
classified as one of the main sources of income in Koura at that time.Agriculturally, mulberry cultivation was
directly linked to silkworm breeding, as mulberry leaves serve as food for the larvae. The cultivation of
mulberries in the Koura district began in the 18th century and expanded in the early 19th century due to the
demand for silk and the increasing number of farmers who dedicated orchards or plots of land to producing
mulberry leaves and selling the cocoons. In the absence of studies and research that specifically examine silk
production in the Koura District, it is imperative to highlight this sector, as it constituted a cornerstone of the
local economy upon which the majority of families relied for their livelihood, thereby contributing to the
enrichment of historical scholarship.at a comprehensive picture of the military and commercial situation in
Qalhat during the period of Portuguese control.

Keywords: Mulberry tree, silk production, Koura district, 19th century
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