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Abstract:

Badr Shakir al-Sayyab is regarded as one of the foremost pioneers of renewal and modernity in modern Arabic
poetry. In his work, place acquires profound artistic and semantic dimensions, serving as a mirror of his
emotions and personal experience. The imagery of place in his poetry oscillates between the familiar spaces that
evoke intimacy and nostalgia, and the hostile ones that reflect alienation, anxiety, and suffering. Al-Sayyab
demonstrated exceptional ability in employing the symbolic resonances of place to articulate his aesthetic,
intellectual, and political vision, thus making place not a decorative element or a marginal frame but a central
component in the structure of his poetic experience. His corpus of free verse poetry, which marked a revolution
against classical forms, also bears the imprint of a life marked by poverty, deprivation, and illness—biographical
realities that deeply shaped his spatial imagery and rendered it both a channel of pain and a vehicle of hope.
Keywords: Vision of places, Al-Sayyab, criticism, poetry.
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