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Abstract:

This research examines the economic transformations that the holy city of Najaf witnessed between 1990 and
2003, a period marked by successive wars and the economic blockade imposed on Iraq after the Second Gulf
War. The blockade led to a decline in agricultural and industrial activity and a shift in lifestyles toward an
alternative economy based on barter and smuggling. In the agricultural sector, production declined due to water
scarcity, a lack of fertilizers, and government support, despite the state's attempts to expand areas planted with
wheat and rice to achieve self-sufficiency. Industry, meanwhile, was severely affected by the disruption of raw
materials and the suspension of imports, causing many small factories and workshops to shut down. However,
Najaf demonstrated a relative ability to adapt, with some industries, such as clothing, leather, and cement,
continuing to operate. Religious tourism also partially mitigated the severity of the economic crisis. The research
concludes that this period represented a difficult transitional phase that reshaped the local economy and
highlighted the importance of relying on domestic resources in the face of external crises.
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