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Abstract:

Objective: This research explores how borrowed and Arabized words are classified in the Doha Historical
Dictionary, in comparison with printed dictionaries, particularly Al-Waseet. It aims to uncover the criteria both
dictionaries employ in distinguishing foreign words and to anticipate the future of electronic lexicography in
addressing such linguistic phenomena.

Methodology: The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method to trace borrowed and Arabized terms in the
Doha Dictionary, combined with a comparative approach to examine the arrangement and treatment of foreign
entries in both the Doha Dictionary and Al-Waseet. A questionnaire was also conducted with Arabic language
students and professors to evaluate the methodology of the Doha Dictionary regarding this issue.

Results: Findings indicate that the Doha Dictionary provides a broad database covering both heritage and
modern language. It facilitates classification, chronological statistics, and highlights Arab intellectual and
cultural contributions. Each entry reflects a stage of linguistic history with synonyms and meanings. Borrowed
words are recorded alphabetically in both dictionaries without definitive judgments on their origins.
Furthermore, some terms appear only in one dictionary, revealing data gaps possibly linked to temporal limits of
collection. Recommendations are proposed to advance electronic lexicography.

Conclusion: The Doha Dictionary proves to be an effective electronic tool suited to the technological era. It
provides a rich linguistic corpus of Arabic and foreign terms and has drawn strong interest from doctoral
students who benefit from its efficiency in exploring meanings and historical development of terminology.

Keywords: Borrowed and Arabized words — Electronic dictionary — Lexicography — Terminology — Linguistic
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