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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the role of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in achieving economic and
social development, considering them as key actors in local and national development processes.

The research explores the theoretical framework of development in its multiple dimensions—economic, social,
human, and local—clarifying that development is not merely economic growth but a comprehensive process
aimed at enhancing human and societal well-being. It highlights the contribution of NGOs in supporting
education, health, women’s empowerment, rural development, and improving living standards, focusing on the
Lebanese and Arab experiences as models of collaboration between the state and civil society. Findings indicate
that NGOs have become strategic partners in sustainable development, yet their effectiveness remains hindered
by challenges related to funding, bureaucracy, and weak institutional coordination. Accordingly, the study
proposes a strategic framework for strengthening NGOs’ developmental roles based on three key pillars:
building participatory partnerships, reinforcing transparency and good governance, and enhancing institutional
and human capacities. The study concludes that empowering NGOs and improving their legal and administrative
environment are essential steps toward achieving inclusive and sustainable national development grounded in
participation and social justice.

Keywords: Economic Development — Social Development — Local Development — NGOs — Civil Society —

Sustainable Development — Lebanon — Arab World.
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