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Abstract:

This research aims to study the phenomenon of drug abuse and its effects on Arab countries, using Iraq as a case
study, given the serious threat this scourge poses to social, economic, and health security. The research addresses
the linguistic and technical definitions of drugs, their natural and synthetic types, and then analyzes the factors
that lead to addiction, such as weak religious faith, unemployment, idleness, family breakdown, and
psychological and social pressures. It also highlights the multifaceted effects of drugs on health, mental,
psychological, moral, and legal aspects, emphasizing their close link to the spread of crime, deviance, and
decreased societal productivity. The research presents the Iraqi government's efforts in combating drugs through
deterrent laws and psychological and social treatment programs, as well as the role of educational, religious, and
media institutions in raising awareness of its dangers. It concludes with a set of recommendations calling for the
establishment of specialized addiction treatment centers, the intensification of seminars and awareness programs,
and the strengthening of cooperation between families, schools, media outlets, and security agencies to protect
young people from falling prey to this dangerous scourge.

Keywords: The scourge of drugs, its effects, Arab countries, Iraq, A contemporary historical study
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