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Abstract:

This study examines the concept of literary realism and its intellectual foundations, drawing on both Arabic and
French lexicons. It highlights the contributions of prominent French realists, such as Balzac, Maupassant, and
Conte. Realism emerged as a reaction against Romantic idealism, focusing on representing the daily life of
ordinary people and addressing social problems while documenting moral flaws and societal injustices.

The research analyzes Mikhael Naeema’s novel “Encounter” from a realist perspective, emphasizing the
narrator’s pivotal role in connecting characters and safeguarding trust and confidentiality, particularly regarding
Leonardo’s violin and the intertwined fates of Leonardo and Baha. The study illustrates how the narrative
reflects the conflict between earthly injustice and divine justice, portraying Leonardo’s persecution by Salim Al-
Karram and authorities while preserving the ethical values of honesty and loyalty. The study also explores
realism in the depiction of magic and music, highlighting the influence of Leonardo’s violin on Baha and its
emotional impact on the reader. Ultimately, the novel exemplifies literary realism by portraying genuine love,
adherence to promises, confrontation with social injustice, and the maintenance of moral and human values,
offering a comprehensive representation of human and societal experience.

Keywords: Realism, Novel, Mikhael Naeema, Music, Magic, Injustice, Trust, True Love
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