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Abstract:

This study examines stylistic deviation as a central aesthetic mechanism in modern Arabic poetic discourse,
focusing on Adonis as a leading figure in reshaping the structure of contemporary Arabic poetry. The research
explores three interrelated levels of deviation: linguistic deviation, manifested in the deconstruction of
conventional syntactic patterns and the reconfiguration of morphological and semantic relations to unlock the
expressive potential of language; rhythmic deviation, achieved through shifting away from classical metrical
rigidity towards a flexible, transformative taf‘ilah-based rhythm supported by internal musicality such as
repetition, enjambment, and phonetic modulation; and figurative/imagistic deviation, reflected in dense symbolic
imagery, complex metaphor, and semantic intertextuality that expands the poem’s interpretive horizons.
Adopting an analytical stylistic approach, the study dissects selected texts by Adonis to uncover the generative
power of deviation in constructing a new poetic vision. The findings reveal that stylistic deviation in Adonis’s
poetry is not merely a violation of linguistic or rhythmic norms, but a deliberate strategy for re-creating reality
through language, establishing a modernist poetics that transcends the referential function of discourse and
constructs a cognitive-aesthetic experience. The study concludes that deviation constitutes a foundational
principle in the formation of Adonis’s modern poem, redefining the relationship between language, reality, and
the self, expanding the reader’s horizon of reception, and granting the text an open semantic dynamism.

Keywords: Stylistic Deviation; Linguistic Deviation; Rhythmic Deviation; Figurative Deviation; Modernist Poetry;
Adonis; Modern Arabic Poetry; Internal Rhythm; Poetic Imagery; Taf‘illah Meter; Free Verse; Semantics; Poetic

Structure; Aesthetic Experience; Poetic Imagination.
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