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Abstract:

This study examines the radical Jewish sects in the Ottoman Empire, focusing on their origins, beliefs, and
socio-political influence.lt particularly centers on the Dénmeh sect and its founder, Shabbetai Tzvi. The research
demonstrates that the Donmeh played significant and multifaceted roles in Ottoman politics. Despite being a
minority, these sects exerted a tangible impact on the social, political, and economic structures of several major
Ottoman cities. They also influenced the relations between Jews and non-Jews within the empire.Furthermore,
the study discusses the religious and cultural dimensions of these groups and their interaction with the Ottoman
authorities, along with an analysis of state policies toward them and their effects on social stability and internal
power balance.The study is organized into an introduction, three main chapters, and a conclusion, followed by
the research findings and a bibliography comprising Arabic and non-Arabic sources, in addition to Ottoman
archival documents.

-In the first chapter, the researcher presents the concept of extremism, both linguistically and terminologically,
clarifying its manifestations in earlier and contemporary periods.

-The second chapter discusses the migration of Jewish sects to the Ottoman Empire and examines their legal
status within it.

-The third chapter explores the role of Shabbetai Tzvi, the emergence of the Dénmeh sect, and the Ottoman
authorities’ stance toward this movement.

Keywords : Extremism, Jewish Migration, Ottoman Empire, Shabbetai Tzvi, Dénmeh.
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