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Abstract:

On October 17, 2019 extensive popular movements erupted across most Lebanese cities and districts. The
immediate trigger was the government'’s announcement of a proposed tax of six dollars on the use of the
WhatsApp application. Social media platforms described the events alternately rejecting a tax, but raising
slogans that directly challenged the political class, holding it collectively responsible for the political, economic,
social, and environmental crises that Lebanon has long endured to the point that these movements came to be
labeled the " October Movement ".

The movement did not emerge as a sudden or isolated event, but rather as the culmination of a series of
economic, social, and livelihood tensions. These dynamics sharpened polarization: on one side stood those
seeking to dismantle systemic corruption, while on the other stood forces defending their influence. This
movement did not arise overnight; rather, it was the product of prolonged periods of strain experienced by
Lebanon, during which people initially took to public squares spontaneously. Yet the movement’s momentum
was soon contained and redirected, ultimately leading to its fragmentation and the emergence of significant
internal divisions and conflicting tendencies.

Keywords : Revolution, Uprising, Popular, Protest, Movement.
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