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Abstract:

The Lebanese elections held on May 15, 2022, were undoubtedly exceptional by all measures. Their significance
stemmed from being the first electoral event following the October 17, 2019 protests and a series of crises that
Lebanon endured, including the economic crisis, the Beirut port explosion, and the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Akkar elections were not merely an electoral contest or a political race, but rather an expression of a complex
social reality oscillating between the desire for change and a traditional structure dominated by tribal networks
that are difficult to overcome. This became evident in the limited ability of reformist forces to translate the
October protests into political representation in the Lebanese parliament. A complete shift towards a new
political model in Akkar requires addressing the factors of poverty and marginalization that have reproduced,
rather than dismantled, traditional power structures. The 2022 elections in Akkar provided a model of how
traditional social structures continue to influence electoral behavior.

Keywords : Akkar elections 2022, tribal structure, poverty and marginalization, traditional forces, reformist
forces.
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