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Abstract:

This study examines the Omani role in supporting British geographical explorations in East Africa during the
second half of the nineteenth century, by analyzing the nature of the relationship between the Sultans of Zanzibar
and European particularly British explorers. It highlights how the political, administrative, and logistical
facilities provided by the Sultans of Zanzibar, beginning with Sayyid Sa‘id bin Sultan, followed by Sayyid Majid
bin Sa‘id, and culminating with Sultan Barghash bin Sa‘id, contributed to enabling European explorers to
penetrate the interior regions of East Africa.

The study adopts a historical-analytical approach, relying on Omani and British archival documents, official
correspondence, as well as contemporary Arabic and foreign sources. It reveals that Omani support for
exploratory expeditions was not motivated by participation in colonial or missionary objectives, but rather
stemmed from a policy of openness and tolerance pursued by the Sultans of Zanzibar, alongside their efforts to
strengthen Zanzibar’s commercial and political position in the region.

The study further demonstrates the close interconnection between geographical exploration and missionary
activity, as exploratory missions often served as a cover for the expansion of Christian missionary work, which
benefited from the protection and facilities granted to explorers. The study concludes that these facilities, though
offered in good faith, inadvertently contributed to paving the way for European penetration into East Africa and
had long-term implications for the religious and cultural balance of the region, despite the continued strength of
Islam and local resistance to missionary activities.

Keywords : Oman — Zanzibar — East Africa — Geographical Explorations — British Exploratory Expeditions —
Christian Missionary Activity
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