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Abstract:

This research addresses the issue of the “Resistance’s weapon” (Hezbollah’s arms), which has been a subject of
debate and sharp division among the Lebanese. The study examines the underlying details and roots of this
division, which may stem from the nature of Lebanese society itself, characterized by diverse cultural identities,
political orientations, and a persistent fear of the “other.” It also considers the unique characteristics of the
Lebanese political system based on sectarian power-sharing, as well as the absence of a state that fully serves
and protects its citizens.

At the same time, this research sheds light on the official legal texts of the Lebanese state (such as the Taif
Constitution), in addition to political statements (presidential inaugural speeches, ministerial policy statements,
etc.). The content and historical evolution of these documents reflect and reinforce the existing national division.
Based on these observations, the research concludes that the legitimacy of the Resistance’s arms cannot be
established unless there is a national consensus regarding it.

Keywords: Identity — Resistance — Weapons — Law — Politics — Division — Legitimacy — Exclusivity.
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