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Abstract:

This research examines public drug policies in Iraq after 2003 in the context of the political, security, and social
transformations that followed the change in the political system. These changes contributed to the spread of
drugs and turned the issue into a growing security and social problem. The study focuses on analyzing the
legislative frameworks and the security and health measures adopted to combat drugs, while assessing their
effectiveness.

The research shows that drug policies after 2003 were largely dominated by a punitive and security-oriented
approach, with limited attention given to preventive and treatment aspects and the absence of a comprehensive
national strategy. It concludes that addressing the drug problem in Iraq requires adopting a balanced and
comprehensive approach based on institutional coordination, prevention, treatment, and legal deterrence in order
to reduce the impact of drugs on society and national security.
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