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Abstract:

This study examines the representation of Jews in the book Mu ‘jam al-Buldan by Yaqut al-Hamawi through a
descriptive-analytical approach aimed at uncovering the nature of Yaqut’s portrayal of Jewish communities within the
geographical and historical contexts of the regions in which they are mentioned, particularly during the period (11 AH
— 133 AH). The study focuses on tracing the geographical locations associated with Jewish presence, such as Khaybar,
Fadak, and Tayma’, and analyzing how Yaqut described these groups in terms of narrative style, sources, and the
extent to which his account was influenced by earlier historical traditions.

The research also seeks to determine whether Yaqut’s depiction of Jews in Mu ‘jam al-Buldan reflects a neutral
geographical perspective or is shaped by religious and cultural backgrounds, through comparison with accounts found
in historical, biographical, and geographical Islamic sources. The study concludes that Yaqut generally presented an
encyclopedic geographical description; however, this description also contains historical and cultural references that
mirror prevailing perceptions in the sources he relied upon. Consequently, the representation of Jews in his work
appears as a synthesis of geographical data and historical narrative.

Keywords : Yaqut al-Hamawi, Mu‘jam al-Buldan, Jews, historical geography, representation of the other, early
Islam, Khaybar, Fadak, Arabian Peninsula.
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