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Abstract:

This study examines the representations of Satan in Hadith narratives through an interpretive anthropological
approach, aiming to uncover the symbolic and cultural structures underlying the phenomena attributed to Satan
within the Hadith corpus. The study is based on the assumption that Satan in these narratives is not merely
presented as an isolated metaphysical being, but rather as a symbolic and interpretive principle through which
the relationships between body, ritual, behavior, and space are organized within the Islamic religious and social
system.

The study employs interpretive anthropology as its primary methodology, supported by structural, comparative,
and contextual approaches. Hadith narratives from major canonical collections were analyzed and classified into
thematic fields including the body, emotions, ritual practices, spatial representations, social relations, and
sensory perception. The research also draws on concepts from the anthropology of religion, such as the sacred
and the profane, symbolic pollution, liminality, and the ritual body, in order to explore the symbolic logic behind
attributing certain phenomena to Satan.

The study concludes that satanic representations in Hadith narratives perform multiple functions, including
regulating individual and collective behavior, reinforcing the boundaries between order and chaos, shaping
religious identity, and reorganizing the relationship between the sacred and the everyday. It further reveals that
the concept of the “satanic” in the Hadith tradition is closely associated with phenomena perceived as disrupting
bodily, ritual, social, or symbolic order, thereby functioning as an interpretive framework for understanding
tensions and disruptions within human experience.

Keywords : Satan, Hadith Narratives, Anthropology of Religion, Symbolic Representations, Sacred and
Profane, Ritual Body, Symbolic Pollution, Islamic Culture.
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