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FERIENY

Abstract:

This article examines the structural and political transformations witnessed by the city of Tripoli (Northern
Lebanon) between 1973 and 1985, focusing on the rise of Islamic movements as alternative authorities to the
central state's legitimacy during the Lebanese Civil War. The study begins with a historical contextualization of
Sunni leadership in Lebanon since the Mamluk and Ottoman eras. It explains the factors behind the absence of
"military tribalism" (Asabiyyah) among coastal Sunnis compared to mountain-dwelling sects. It also traces the
geopolitical and economic shifts that favored Beirut over Tripoli, leading to the latter's isolation, and explores
the political grievances following the declaration of "Greater Lebanon" in 1920.

In its core section, the paper analyzes the emergence, institutional structure, and influence of the two major
Islamic factions in Tripoli: Al-Jama'ah Al-Islamiyah (The Islamic Group) and AL-Tawhid. The research
highlights the methodological divergence between the two; while Al-Jama'ah relied on long-term, organized
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institutional, educational, and social work, the Tawhid Movement (1983—1985) adopted a radical militant
approach, establishing military dominance and transforming Tripoli into a de facto "Islamic Emirate".

The article concludes by examining the aftermath of the major confrontation with the Syrian army in 1985. It
argues that the collapse of the Lebanese state did not merely produce transient military cantons, but rather caused
a permanent structural shift that reshaped Tripoli's political and religious identity. Consequently, the city
emerged from the war significantly more conservative and deeply aligned with Islamic actors at the expense of
traditional political elites.

Keywords : Islamic Movements ; Tripoli ; Lebanese Civil War ; Al-Jama'ah Al-Islamiyah, Al-Tawhid (Islamic
Unification Movement), Sunni Leadership, De Facto Authorities.
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