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Abstract:

This study examines the Ottoman state policy regarding the organization and modernization of the postal and telegraph
networks in the Arab provinces from the establishment of the "Ministry of Post and Telegraph" in 1865 until the
Young Turk Revolution and the re-constitution in 1908. The research investigates the institutional, legislative, and
geopolitical motivations that guided Ottoman central authorities in expanding modern communications across Greater
Syria, Iraq, the Hijaz, Yemen, and Tripoli. It highlights the transition from traditional courier systems (Tatar and
Manazil) to electric telegraphy following the Crimean War (1853—1856). The study demonstrates that the expansion of
telegraphic lines during the reign of Sultan Abdulhamid IT (1876—1908) served primarily as a political and security
mechanism to reinforce imperial centralization, monitor provincial governors, counter European consular
encroachment, and integrate regional economies into global financial markets. Furthermore, it analyzes the
environmental and tribal challenges facing infrastructure projects, alongside the strict postal censorship implemented
by the central state.

Keywords : Ottoman Empire, Arab Provinces, Post and Telegraph, Ministry of Post and Telegraph, Hamidian
Era, Administrative Modernization, Security Control
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